
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Envisioning Margin” is the name of our 4-week stewardship sermon series, which has been 
designed to invite us to explore the faithful management of our resources in all aspects of our lives. Today’s 
sermon, “Relationships,” is the last in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on 
Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship 
    5:00 p.m.   Kids for Christ
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    5:30 p.m.   Growth Groups
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

Monday: 
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts
     8:00 p.m.   College Growth Group

In Depth:  Each week, these two pages will contain updates, news and other information about Aldersgate’s music 
ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the Mission Field. (The Mission Field has 
been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of God outside of the church locally: McMurry University 
(and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Tuesday: 
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday:
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Group
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
     8:30 p.m.  College Growth 
                        Group

October 31: Trunk or Treat!

November 22: One Less Coat 
Drive and Operation Christmas 
Child Packing Party

December 13: All-Church
Worship Service and Meal 

This Week: Upcoming Events:

Connections: 2015 AUMC Mission Photography Show
    You may have noticed the beautiful pictures that now adorn the walls 
of Aldersgate. These photos are from the various mission trips in which 
members of our faith community participated this summer. As many of 
you know, Aldersgate took teams of individuals to Guatemala, Louisiana, 
Panama, and Wichita Falls. The show also includes photos from 
Aldersgate member, Bryan Furr and his mission trip to Peru, as well as 
McMurry University’s mission trip to Haiti. I encourage you to find the 
people that you see in the photos and to ask them about their experience. 
I hope you allow this to serve as an opportunity to connect with others in 
the church, share witness to the goodness of God, and learn more about 
our friends around the world. 
  There were so many amazing photographs to chose from that 
unfortunately, we couldn’t hang them all. One of the photos that didn’t 

make it into the show but that speaks powerfully to Aldersgate’s continual work in Panama is the one 
shown on the left. This is an 83 year old woman from the Ngobe tribe in Panama. When she received a pair 
of glasses from the team she proclaimed, “For the first time in my life, I can see faces!” Thanks be to God 
for restoring sight both to those we seek to serve and to ourselves!   — Jessica Watson



Trunk or Treat: Sign Up to Volunteer Today

Academy Connection: Annual Snack Drive

    Thank you to all who have signed up to help during Trunk or Treat and to 
those of you who already have brought candy. We really appreciate you!
      If you haven’t signed up to help, please look at the insert in today’s In Action 
to learn of opportunities for service at this year’s Trunk or Treat. There is 
something for everybody, including bringing your car and passing out candy 
from your trunk, helping with cotton candy or hotdogs, supervising the air 
castles, and driving the train. I will be sending out an email early this week to 
let you know the  specific time you will be needed to serve. If you plan to bring 
your car to pass out candy, please arrive between 5:00-5:15 pm. If you can 
bring some candy to get you started, that would be  helpful, but we will have 
plenty for refills! 
    I look forward to this event every year because it is so fun to see everyone 
working together and having a great time! It is such a treat to see all of the kids 
and parents having fun dressing up and enjoying the fun and fellowship. Thank you all so much for your 
willingness to serve! — Alayna Brooks

     The Academy is having a snack drive! We’ve done this a few times in the past, and it has been a huge 
blessing to the staff and families. The teachers, children and parents all benefit from your generosity in 
giving snacks. Many times as moms and dads, we struggle in the morning to get out of the house with 
everything we need for the day. One of the things that often gets left behind at the house is lunch! The snacks 
we keep in the Academy office are eaten by the teachers and help supplement student lunches as well. We 
are very grateful for the ways you meet the food needs of the staff and families of the Academy.  Last year 
we also had two opportunities to share some of the donated snacks with families that are struggling to 

make their money stretch to the end of the month. There are many days 
during the course of the year that this food donation gives us the energy 
to make it to the end of the day.   
   Across from the Sanctuary, you will find suggested food and drink 
items on cards. Please pick up a card with a suggestion, and when you 
are at the store this week, you can pick up the item(s) and return your 
contribution to the church anytime. This ministry is a tangible way to 
show the Academy your support.  — Carol Rogers

All Saints Day Recognition
    Next Sunday is All Saints Sunday and we will take time to remember our members and friends who have 
joined the great cloud of witnesses. Please review this list and contact the office (672-7893) with any names 
that may be missing.

Helen Cook 
Pauline Hadley
Tom Hallford
Al Langford

Elizabeth Link
Ely Marvin 
Raymond McDaniel
Dr. D.G. Porterfield

Sara Queen
Ramon D. Sandoval
Jean Shoultz
George Spann

Robert Alvarez 
Jack Aldridge 
Launa Brand
Mary Helen Coats



Envisioning MARGIN: Relationships
Romans 12:9-21
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Listen to Me…I am Listening

Gifts to Us…Back to the Garden again (Genesis 2:22)

Filled Margins in Rome?

Margin Busters…
 - Assume and Demand

 - Withdraw

 - Unforgiveness, Bitterness, Anger, Revenge  

Margin Builders…
 - Time (Rushed Love vs. Leisurely Love)

 - Proximity

 - Attention

FOOD



Envisioning MARGIN:  Relationships
Growth Group Questions 

Week 7: October 25-31, 2015
1. Recall a time when you really wanted to be understood but to no avail. What tactics 
    did you employ? Why do you think there was a breakdown in understanding? What 
    more was needed?

2. Share about an important relationship you have lost due to death. What do you miss 
    about the person who died? How are your other relationships different because of that 
    person? 

3. What inspires you and makes you work extra hard to listen and to understand others? 

 
4. What one meaningful thing did you learn from the message this week that drew you to 
    the edge of your seat and really got you thinking?

5. Pastor Steve said, “You have the capacity to see and receive every person as a gift from 
    God.” How did this strike you? What might need to be removed from the “paper of 
    your life” in order to free some space for this to happen? What might change as a 
    result?

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. Like the Jew and Gentile Christians in Rome, we struggle to make room for one 
    another. What intentional practices do you employ to welcome, encourage, and offer 
    grace to people who are different from you?

7. Pastor Steve talked about three margin busters. Which one particularly challenged 
    you? Please explain. From your experience, is there a relationship margin buster that 
    you would add to the list?

8. Why do you think we are so tempted to have our children and grandchildren participate 
    in so many extra-curricular activities? Why do you think simply relaxing and eating 
    together is not valued as much?

9. How can food and eating meals together become an important catalyst for us caring for 
   (being good stewards of) our relationships?    



Notes from the Office: We Recycle at Aldersgate

Open Door: Worshiping with Heart and Hands
    My heart was full of joy last week when I looked 
at the work of so many hands as we prepared the 
Open Door Community Garden (South 19th and 
Amarillo) for the winter months. Thank you so 
much, all of you who participated in various ways! 
The primary purpose of the garden continues 
to be growing relationships in our church and 
in our larger community. In fact, all service in 
our local mission field (Aldersgate Academy, 
McMurry University and the other colleges and 
universities in town, Bowie Elementary and our 
neighborhoods) share that purpose. It all goes 
back to the mission of Aldersgate: raising up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. As we serve other people, 

we grow in our faith, and we get to know each other better. Sharing God’s love in our mission field brings 
together people in our church who might not have the opportunity to talk to or even to see each other on 
a Sunday morning. This photo illustrates this point perfectly, as Marcia (who usually attends the 9 a.m. 
service) and Shirley (who usually attends the 11 a.m. service) seized the opportunity to work together, eat 
together and talk together in the garden. Sisters and Brothers, this kind of integration of our life together as 
a church body will change us from the inside and bear much fruit in our surrounding community. Thanks 
be to God! — Amy Wilson Feltz

     With stewardship in mind this month, recycling is an easy way to help take care of the resources with 
which we are so richly blessed.  It is a passion of mine, and I wanted to let you all know that we do recycle here 
at Aldersgate! It is not a requirement, but 
if you think about it and would like to 
recycle your drink container or In Action 
(after you finish reading it!), you can 
find blue plastic bins with the recycling 
symbol on the front in three locations 
around the church. As you are leaving 
the Sanctuary, there is a bin under the 
table between the two exits for paper. 
Next to the Coke machine, there are two 
bins, one for aluminum cans, glass, and 
#1 & 2 plastic, and one for paper and 
cardboard. The last bin you will find is in 
the office for paper and cardboard.  
— Kathryn Andrews



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       10.18.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $11,432.85
Received This Month-to-Date = $43,452.45
Received Year-to-Date = $624,488.58
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $37,349.68
Total Playground Pledges & Donations = $75,645.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 212 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 173 

Total Worship = 385
Sunday School = 171 

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send her an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

We extend our sympathy and prayers to Mary Haney and family upon the death 
of her mother Helen Cook.



by Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

Habits of Giving        

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Leviticus 19-21
Leviticus 22-23
Leviticus 24-25
Leviticus 26-27
Numbers 1-2
Numbers 3-4
Numbers 5-6

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

Romans 12:9-21
Genesis 2:18-25
James 1:19-27
Ephesians 4:17-32
I Thessalonians 5:1-28
Matthew 7:1-5
John 15:9-17

    This time of year, we often talk about our habits of giving as ways 
that we can grow in our trust of God’s abundance and provision 
and contribute to the sharing of God’s love in our community. This 
week we’d like to share an example of these truths in the words of 
Aldersgate member Bera Johnson:
    As a child growing up, my family never had the security of monthly 
income. Daddy was a farmer who depended on the weather and the 
mercy of the local banker to be able to make a crop. 
    Following graduation from college and marriage, my husband and 
I had jobs and received monthly checks. I never had experienced 
having a regular income! Imagine, being able to add to our bank 
account each and every month!
    As we were pondering what we would give to the church, he was 
adamant to declare that we would pledge a tithe (10 percent) of our 
income. That opened the door to our first big argument! All I could 
think about was the security of having regular income, and he was 
saying we were going to give a portion of it away?
      He won! We pledged a tithe to the church! The first check we wrote 
each month of the 39 years we were married was to the church. That 
has been my practice since his death.
     During our marriage, we never had a discussion about NOT giving 
our tithe. We managed to be frugal, sensible, and practical about the 
remainder of our income and live comfortably. Later, we managed to 
live on his income alone while I cared for our two children at home.  
We raised them, paid for their college educations, and still had 
money. When I would hear others remark that their bank accounts 
were less than zero before payday, we 
always had a cushion of funds.
       Many of the blessings I have received 
in my life come through being a part 
of a church family. Wisely using the 
money I am given, not spending more 
than is available, and remembering to 
whom I and my money belong have 
been and will always continue to be 
my philosophy of living.
  Praise God from whom ALL 
blessings flow!! —Bera Johnson


